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Message from Mr. Yoshiharu HABU
Professional Shogi Player, 9-dan
Japan Shogi Association (Nihon Shogi Renmei)

Congratulations on the 1st World Inter-City Children's Shogi Team Competition. | would like to
express my sincere gratitude to the International Shogi Popularization Society (ISPS) for
organizing this competition.



Thankfully, the time has come for Shogi to be played in many parts of the world. However, | am
aware that the opportunities for exchange have been often limited in one city or town. | hope that
this competition will be an opportunity for traditional scattered Shogi activities to become bigger
and wider movements.

| believe that the appeal of Shogi lies in the fact that people of all ages can casually interact with
each other. Nowadays, the Internet has made it possible to play games anywhere in the world.
I am glad that this tournament is being held to take advantage of such technology.

| sincerely hope that this tournament will develop not only as an opportunity to improve one's
game skills, but also as an opportunity for people to interact with each other continuously. | also
hope that more and more cities will participate in the competition.

Good luck to all of you!



